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EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The inauguration of Grover Cleveland for the second 
time as President of the United States took place on the 
fourth of March. The much talked of Cleveland weather 
was not forthcoming, the day being both windy and cold. 
This has given rise to talk about the unseasonableness of 
March 4th for such exercises. The proposition for a 
change of the date of inauguration ought by all means to 
be carried into effect. A pleasant feature of the day in 
later times is the exchange of courtesies between the ex- 
President and the incoming Chief Executive. On this 
occasion this was especially interesting because the posi- 
tion of these central figures were exactly the reverse of 
four years ago. The inauguration ceremony proper was 
conducted from the usual stand on the east side of the 
capitol. 

There have been many protests by Russians living in 
this country as well as by our own citizens against the 
Russian Extradition Treaty which was unanimously rati- 
fied by the United State3 Senate on the 10th of February. 
Fear has been felt that under the treaty Russia might be 
able to carry out her policy of political tyranny against 
men who had been compelled to flee from the country for 
no other crime than that of protesting against the cruel- 
ties and absolutism of the government. We hope these 
fears may prove groundless. The treaty in itself is a 
measure of a nature to promote more friendly relations 
between the two nations, and it would be great cause for 
regret if it should be indirectly productive of evil in the 
hands of the Russian authorities. 

Col. Elliott F. Shepard died suddenly at his home in 
New York city, March 24th. At the time of his death 
he was probably best known as the Editor of the Mail and 
Express. This paper he purchased in 1888 and was very 
successful in instituting the reforms which made his paper 
what he determined it should be, " emphatically a clean, 
respectable paper." He was widely known as a cultured 
and highly educated gentleman, as a reformer and philan- 
thropist. He labored earnestly to abolish Sunday travel, 
and succeeded in stopping the Sunday traffic in several 
cases where he was an interested stockholder. He 
worked hard and successfully for the passage of a bill in 
the Legislature of New York creating a court of arbitra 
tion for the New York Chamber of Commerce. He 
advocated Arbitration in all cases of dispute between 
employer and employed. 

He was himself a man of considerable wealth, beside 
the fortune inherited by his wife from her father, William 
H. Vanderbilt, and he took great pleasure in using it for 
benevolent purposes. 



A short but spirited debate took place in the English 
House of Commons on the 28th of February, on a motion 
of Sir H. M. Thompson that the British Government 
should use its inflence to bring about a reassembling of 
the international monetary conference. In the course of 
the debate, which was participated in by several mem- 
bers, Mr. Gladstone set forth at some length what he 
considers the advantages of monometalism and the 
dangers of bimetalism. The motion of Mr. Thompson 
was finally rejected by a vote of 229 to 148. This makes 
it certain that the English Commons under Mr. Glad- 
stone's lead will do nothing to favor bimetalism, which 
had been thought to be growing rapidly in favor among 
Englishmen. Mr. Gladstone thinks if the monetary con- 
ference reassembles it should be through the initiative 
of the United States, which first made the call for it. 

The death of Dr. Andrew Preston Peabody of Harvard 
University on March 10th, adds another name to the 
list of great men who have passed away within a few 
months. On March 19th he would have celebrated his 
eighty-second birthday. He has been associated with 
Harvard in a way for nearly seventy years ; first as a 
student graduated at the age of fifteen, later passing 
through the Divinity school, and for more than a quarter 
of a century conspicuous as a member of the faculty. 
It is as Professor of Morals here that he is best known, but 
he is also well known through his writings, as Editor of 
the North American Review for ten years and a frequent 
contributor to many other publications of a similar 
character. Although not an original thinker, as that 
term is commonly used, his writing was clear and critical. 
As a critical Bible scholar he ranks among the first of 
New England clergymen. As a Christian man of sweet 
and noble character he was honored and loved by all 
who knew him. 



Princess Kaiulani, niece of the recently deposed queen, 
Liliuokalani, and heiress to the throne of Hawaii, 
arrived in New York City from England on the 1st of 
March. She visited Boston on the 3d and remained 
until the 7th, when she left for Washington. She is 
here professedly to look after the interests of her " vine- 
yard," as she terms the inheritance, in an address to the 
American people, which she published on her arrival in 
this country. She is as much in the dark as to what the 
United States government intends to do with Hawaii as 
anybody and perhaps no more so. She is apparently 
cheerful and spends her time shopping, visiting and 
sight seeing, very much as though there was no throne in 
the question. The Princess is seventeen years of age 
and is attended by her guardian, Mr. Theophilus H. 
Davies, British Consul in Honolulu, in whose family she 
has resided while being educated in England. 
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The New York Reform Club has drafted a new tariff 
bill to be submitted to Secretary Carlisle, to form the 
basis of the policy of the present administration. The 
tariffs are all to be ad valorem, and raw materials are to 
be admitted free. It is to be a tariff for revenue, but 
"incidental protection " to domestic production will not 
be excluded. 

Much satisfaction has been expressed that President 
Cleveland objected to carrying the inaugural ceremonies 
through the Sabbath, as the Committee had at first 
intended. The concert which was to have been given on 
Sabbath evening was on account of this objection post- 
poned until Tuesday evening, the 7th. 

Jules Ferry, recently elected President of the French 
Senate, died suddenly of heart disease at Paris on the 
17th of March. His death has been deeply felt in France. 
He was considered one of the strongest supports of the 
Carnot government in the perplexities produced by the 
Panama scandals. Though prominent in French politics 
for many years after 1870, being twice Prime Minister of 
the Republic, he lost his popularity in 1885 because of 
his reluctance to declare war with China, since which time 
until recently he had been a silent factor in politics. His 
chief ambition was to become President of France. 

Sandgate, England, has been practically deserted by 
its inhabitants owing to a land-slide which occurred on 
the evening of the 4th of March. It is thought that the 
sea has undermined the cliff upon which the town is 
built, and the settling and sliding of the land toward the 
sea has had much the effect of an earthquake in destroy- 
ing the buildings. 

Ex-President Harrison has accepted the position 
tendered him as lecturer on Constitutional Law in Leland 
Stanford Jr. University. He is to spend three months 
of each year at the University and receive $15,000 as 
salary. 

Hippolyte Adolphe Taine died in Paris March 5th, at 
the a^e of nearly sixty-five years. He is probably 
known to the average American student only as the 
author of a work on English literature which bears his 
name. This and his " Ancient Regime " are the work 
by which he is best known to both his French and 
English readers, although he has written many other 
works of importance. 

Boston has just added another to her long list of 
unusually disastrous fires. On March 10th, the third 
and most destructive of the greater fires this winter, 
burned off three and a half acres of ground, swept away 
about four millions of property and caused considerable 
loss of life. These fires have all been in the same section 



of the city and some of the property destroyed on the 10th 
was rebuilt since the well remembered Thanksgiving fire 
of three years ago. 

Before this note had left our hand came another con- 
flagration on Sunday morning the 19th of March. This 
time it was the famous historic Tremont Temple that was 
destroyed. This Temple was the headquarters of the 
Baptist Missionary work, the seat of Doctor Lorimer's 
great Baptist Church, the place in which for eighteen 
years Joseph Cook has delivered his Boston Monday 
lectures, etc., etc. The loss is estimated at a quarter of 
a million. 

President Cleveland and his Cabinet have decided to 
send delegates to the adjourned International Monetary 
Conference to be held at Brussels in May, provided the 
European Governments do not express an unwillingness 
to continue the deliberations. The general opinion 
seems to be that this is done on the ground that as 
originator of ths plan for an international conference, 
the United States cannot afford to be the first to abandon 
it, rather than from hope that it will result in any 
definite solution of the silver problem. 

The great English cotton strike came to an end on 
Monday, March 27th, a compromise having been effected 
by both spinners and manufacturers agreeing to a reduc- 
tion of seven pence on the pound. The settlement of the 
long-continued trouble has caused general delight among 
all classes. Many classes of the workmen have suffered 
severely during the strike, though the spinners themselves 
did not. 



PEACE SOCIETIES IN AMERICA. 

The American Peace Society, 3 Somerset St., Boston, Mass., 
Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 

The Universal Peace Union, 123 Fourth St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Alfred H. Love, President. 

The Christian Arbitration and Peace Society, 310 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., John B. Wood, Secretary. 

National Association for the Promotion of Arbitration, Wash- 
ington, D. C, Belva A. Lockwood, President. 

Peace Department of the N. W. C. T. U., Winthrop Centre, 
Maine, Hannah J. Bailey, Superintendent. 

The Peace Association of Friends in America, Richmond, Ind., 
Daniel Hill, Secretary. 

The South Carolina Peace Society, Columbia, S. C, Rev. Sidi 
H. Browne,- President. 

The Illinois Peace Society, 200 Randolph St., Chicago, 111., 
Allen J. Flitcraft, Secretary. 

The Pacific Coast Arbitration Society, Monterey, California. 

The Connecticut Peace Society, Old Mystic, Conn., Fred E. 
Whipple, Secretary. 

The Rhode Island Peace Society, Providence, R. I., Robert P. 
Gifford, Secretary 

Friends' Peace Association of Philadelphia, 140 North 16th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., William F. Wickersham, Corresponding Secre- 
tary. 



